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De read-
ing witl. .. est the

fair and honorable hight you have
been making through the columns
of your paper for the New County
and as the election is near at hand T
thought T would write and tell you
that everything is bright and favor-
able in_this section.

Whep the fight first started, and
even up to a few weeks ago, the
New County cause had considera-
ble opposition; but nearly all who
opposed  the formation have now
realmed that the election will be
carried by a safe majority, and that
it is to their advantage and inter-
est 10 come forward and assist in
getting it formed. When the coun-
ty is formed the people have no
tdea how much they will be bene-
fitted. for | myself, can remember
when the people did not mind going
to Marion to court and spend the
whole week if necessary—in fact it
was regarded as a week off. Now
conditions have changed. \We are
commercial age, and the man who
living in  a hustling, ageressive
commercial age, and the man, who
now is required to leave his farm
or business for a day or two to go
to Marion to serve as a juror or
witness  considers it a hardship.
When the County is formed any
citizen living in the New County
can return home at nighit, attend o
his business anid go back to court
the following morning. « This, |
think, should appeal to every man
who considers his time of any val-
e,

The people in this section, also
know that when the new county is
formed the Sand Bed across the
river from Dillon will be changed
amd all roads in the county will be
small and the supervisor can get
around every year. Dut as it is
now, the chain gang dues not reach
our sectiorghut about every four or
five years,”and on some of our
public roads, the county has never
sent the chaip gang.

I am satisfied there has been a
wonderiul change of sentiment in
this section since the last election
and the new county vote here
next Tuesday will be much larger
that 1t ever has been.

Progress.
—_————— i A e

What the Two Bankers Say,

Dillon, 8. C., Dec. &th '.g

To the voters of the Proposed
New County:

[t has been rumored that the
Messrs, Dillon have so given their
check for the $25,000.00 to build
the Public Buildings as to let them
out of paying this amount when
the time comes.  This report has its
origin, no doubt, with the old coun-
ty people, who are fighting so hard
to prevent the people of this sec-
tion from voting as they want to
antl from attending to their own
business. | want to put this report
out of business, as it were. So |
hereby state as the Trustee of the
New County Committee that | have
the check of the Messrs. Dillon and
that it is given without one single
strig or condittion, T state that
this check will be promptly paid
when the proper county officers are
ready to receive the money and
build the Public  Buildings. The
credit of the two Banks is pledged
to secure the people this money, he-
sdes the good name, faith and fi-
nancial responsibilities of the Mes-
irs, Dillon,

Yours truly,
W. T. Bethea,

Treasurer and Trustee of the
New County Central Executive
Committee,

We the undersigned cashiers of
the Bank of Dillon and the Peo-
ple’s Dank do hereby state that the
sood faith and credit of the banks
wre pledged to secure the payment
of the check of the Messrs, Dillon,
given for the purpose of erecting
the public Imilding's m the proposed
new lenty.

W. T. Bethea,
Cashier of The Bank of Dillon.

E. R. Hamer.
Cashier of The People’s Bank, {

Fifteen years from now a true
history of the trials and tribulations '
of the New County people in the
eﬁm} mivido Marion’ will read

Nothing in the “Higher Tax
Argument” You'
Think it Out for Yourself.
A Catch Phrase that has
been Worked wnmtil it is
Threadbare. People too
Intelligent to Notice it

Now.

i

To the Editor of the Herald—
Just at this time, when the minds
and hearts of every man, woman
and child in our “new county” are
set.on the great question that con-
fronts us and to be settled at the'
ballot box on the 14th inst., I feel
that I cannot further refrain from
saying a word on the subject.

The glad news comes to us daily
from every section in our ‘“new

for during the past week I have
talked to several who have hereto-
fore opposed us  vigorously who
nw come with the glad news “that

and against the new county and for

person can accept some of the argu-
ments of our opponents, telling
why we should not be cut off. Why
the old “Tax" bugaboo is on again
as usual. 1 thought they wore that
out 10 years ago, for well do 1 re-
member how much the tax ques-
tion was agitated in our * new
county™ elections held then, and to
the ignorant and unwary this argu-
ment was  accepted and it had
us in our fight, :

I cannot blame our opponents
in -~ old Marion™ to fight us, for we
well know that the upper end of
the county (the new county) pays
the greater portion of the taxes and
realizes nothing it taking the great-
er portion to keep up the waste in
the lower part of the county. Yes,
Alr, Editor, the Messrs Dillon have
given the money to put up the build
ing and a site on which to locate it
and without any strings tied to it.
Lord bless them for we are proud
to have such men. Now this site
donation has been criticised by our
opponents, who say the Messrs-
Dillon “reserve the right to give
cte.”  Why Mr. Editor we, who
know the Messrs. Dillon and know
them to be gentlemen of their word
who do not study any trickery and
there is not one of us who would
doubt for one monfent any promise
made by them, Now, if we will
stop and reflect for a moment, we
feel charitably inclined to our op-
ponents who seem  so  distressed
about “our" fax burden. We cer-
tainly do thank them for their kind
consideration of our future welfare
for it is kind in them not to want
to overtax ourselves. Now, I fell
just here that it is “not because
they love Cewsar less, but that they
love Rome more.” 1 wish that we
could all see this matter as our
firend, Mr. R. P. Hamer, sees it.
[ want every one of your subscrib-
ers who did not read his article
copied from “The Florence Times”
in your paper last week, to do so; it
is broad, and “far reaching.”

Now Mr. Editor, in conclusion, I
feel that our new county scheme is
no longer a project, but a cer-
tainty. [ feel sure we have won ;
only a few days more, let every new
county man in her borders make
himself a committee of one to get
out, and do something, for we each
and every one have “a mission to
perform.”

T. L. Bass

Observer Wants Independence,

To the question, “Why should
the people of upper Marion wish to
draw off from the old county and
1o business under their own name,”
a number of reasons may be given ;
a few among them are:

Ist- We want to, and we regard
any opinion and effort to the con-
trary as meddlesome, officious, pre-
sumptious and offensive to us in
the extreme.

2nd. Because we know our own
business.

jrd. Because we are old enough
and wise cnough we think to at-
tend to that business.

4th. Because we are rich enough
in things material to go to house-
keeping on our own hook without
any help from outsiders.

5th. Because we are tired of pay
ing the bulk of the taxes and get-
ting no adequate returns from the |
outlay,

Gth. Because having the richest
farming section of the State we
know we can have the banner
tv of the State.

county” “we are gaining strength” |
and when I look these good honest; 4+ ermination and unanimity that
citizens in the face and hear lhe'riprevails today and the man that
reports, 1 feel that the matter is

nor much longer to be a question, !
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12th- Because we can do so mo

| 13th. Because we can leave the!

old county withont a single regreét!
or any-compunction of conscience
whatever.

14th. Because with a busy peo-
ple time is money, and our folks
can't afford to spend so much time
on the road to the court house.
15th. Because we want a better
Courthouse than the old one and
one nearer home.

In conclusion we will say that
it seems like it is going to be a ver-
itable land slide. In no prior con-

The two mos
[tor the advancem
of this county

schools and  our roads,
Phese two systems wlhi cause
more trouble give more satisfac-
tion are given less attention and
cost more money than all other
public affairs taken together-
Therefore they are of the most vi-
tal interest to us and should com-
mand our attention above all things
else. Then if this-is true, which on
the face of it is the case, anything
that retards their progress and im-
provement should be condemned

test has there been the spirit of jand on the other = hand - anything

fails to vote with us will certainly
be made to feel very lonesome. He
could have no valid reason for apa-
thy. in difference or opposition ; the
line will be strictly drawn and the
sins of a man who fails to do his

generations.
Observer-

-
Lower Taxes, Says Kirby |

Editor of Dillon Herald—As
inothing has appeared in the col-
jumns of your valuable paper from
jour section for some time, am tak-

iing the liberty of asking for a short
space in your paper to let other
sections of the county know that
we are still in the land of the liv-
ing.

We have just about completed
the harvesting of one of the lar-
'gest crops within the past several
i years. This fact coupled with the
unusual good prices, obtained for
all marketable products, has had a
tendency to put every one, and
more especialy the farmers in a
happy frame of mind.

A good many of our farmers
have patronized the Dillon cotton
markel, and are unanimous in the
opinion that Dillon’s is the equal
of any market in the Eastern
part of the State and a great deal
better thap the majority of the
towns of our section of the state.

The all absorbing ic of our
community is the question of the
creation of the proposed new coun-

Until within the last few days
there seemed to be but little inter-
est manifested in the matter, it be-
ing a conceded fact that the new
county would not get even a major-
ity of the votes, much less, two-
thirds. However, the old argument
of higher taxes for new counties
seems to be proving a boomerang
and instead of the new county move
ment losing ground or even being
at a stand still, it is gaining head-
way each day and at the present
time we have bright prospects of
getting even more than two-thirds
People who have never before tak-
en much interest in it, anc even
some who actually opposec the
movement in the past are now
among its warmest advocates
Some have taken the trouble to in
vestigate the tax levy of new coun
ties and upon a eomparison of the
levy nowand before the new county
was created find them to be actu-
ally lower than before.

Mr. Editor, we simply have got
to have a new county this time and
here’s hoping that on the 14th day
of December every one will make it
a point to go to the polls and cast
his ballot for what is destined to be
the banner county of the grand old
State of South Carolina.

Veni Vidi Vici.
Kirby, S. C. Dec. 6th., 1909

Card from Mr. Dillon,
Dillon, 8. C., Dec. 8 1909.

To the people of the Proposed
New County:

We have struggled long and hard
for our New County. I have work-
ed and labored in this community
now for over a half century and
never before have I seen our peo-
ple s0 worked up and determined
to carry out their purpose and inten
tion of securing the New County.
My age had prevented me from
actively participating in this glor-
lious fight for our rights as I weuld
have felt like doing. In my hum-
ble way I have tried to do ;‘uy fuall

to our cause, }.et 't us tand
ggiﬂer'frmﬂﬁow on i;d“{
tory is ours. United we stand ; di-
vided we fall,

. Yours
| S

see an special adwantage
me in the of
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that may be beneficial to them
should be encouraged by all pro-
gressive men.

That both of these systems are
far inferior to what they should be
is too glaringly self-evident to be
contradicted by the most optimis-
tic person living. And why is this
true? Simply because under our
present system of large counties it
is utterly impossible for any one
man to look after the schools or the
roads as they sliould be. For in-
stance, it is almost one hundred
miles from the extreme northern
end to the extreme southern end of
weight in those days, but thanks be
to ofr Maker, these same people
who were them misled have had
their eyes open and are today with
this county and scattered over this
vast teritory, from five to seventy-
five miles apart are sixty-seven
white and fifty four negro schools.
Do you thing it is possible for onc
man, during six months to person-
ally superintend these schools? Ac
to how many thousand miles of pub
lic roads there are in this county I
am quite unable to say, but is il
reasonable to suppose that there
are more miles of road han it is
possible for one man to sec
much  less  build  up. For
these reasons would it not be bet-
ter, if this county were divided?

Now then add to this the fact
that the bulk or practically all of
the public funds of this county is
spent in keeping up the schools anc.
roads, for the salaries of the offi-
cers and other expenses of the
county really amount to such a
small sum that it can hardly be
noticed. This broundless, baseless,
senseless cry of increased taxes for
two sets of officers’ salaries is pure
unadulterated  foolishness. Now
then for the simple reason that
small counties have good schools
and good roads, the people of this
state are dividing up the large coun
ties as fast as they can.  Almost
every year a new county is formed
and whereas not many years ago,
nothing was more unpopular than
new counties, but now the tables
are turned and nothing is more pop-
ular.  Good roads and good
school mean progress and civiliza-
tion; small counties, better schools
and good roads. Therefore small
counties mean progress. It is not
right for any one to stand in the
way of progress and improvement.
Then it is not right for any one to
vote against the mew county.

According to all indications the
new county wil win by a good ma-
jority. However, it will be well
for its friends to work hard so that
it may win by overwhelming
majority and remember when you
vote for it that you are improving
your public roads, thereby your
country is benefitted ; that you are
building up your schols, thereby
your children are benefitted; and
that, by doing both of these things,
you are helping your fellow man
and pushing civilization a step for-
ward, by which you are a benefac-
tor to mankind in general and the
world at large.

Pro Bono Publico.

—_———
A Lattaites, Unseliish View,
Latta, S. C., Dec. 4, 1900.
Editor Herald: =
I have been watching the move-
ments of both parties in the fight
for and against the formation of
the New nty. In past elections
[ have been against the New Coun-
ty. I was so fixed that I saw no

|isadvantage and inconvenicnce be-

great

. Mgy o M} L
will help them.to have the
County formed. So I am’

M P oonsnbbies
Fork, S. C., Dec. 4,
Editor Dillon Herald :
At last it seems that thi are
coming our way down here. There
has been a great change of senti-
ment in favor of the New County
in the last few days, due largely to
the fact, 1 believe, that the people
are beginning to understand the sit-
uation and to see that taxes are
not as high in new counties as the
old county crowd has led thé pub-
Tic to believe. Then again there is
some prospect of the new railroad
‘oming our way and this fact is
making a good voter lean towar
:he New County. T think the pen
ple on what is called the “border
fine” are the very ones who should
vote for a division of Marion coun-
'y because they will be the first 1o
set the benefits of good roads ii
the New County is formed. At
present the roads leading both o
Dillon and Marion are not in good
condition, and if the county is cut
in two Marion and Dillon will make
a bid for trade in the section along
the “border line” by building goo|
roads. Then there is Iatta on the
one side and Mullins on the other.
When these towns see Dillon an:!
| Marion making an effort for good
roads to the “border line” they will
jet interested also and the result
%ill be a systemof good roads for
this entire section. I do not be-
ieve taxes will be any higher if the
New County is formed. The say-
ng in a smaller county will mpre
‘han offset the expense for two sets
f officers and then again the con-
verience will he worth something
to the tax payers. The New Coun-
ty did not get much of a vote in
this section before, but the chances
are this time is will carry this poll
by a good solid majority.

The people are happy and pros-
perous over an abundant harvest
and the prevailing high prices for
otton.  This is indeed a year of
plenty, and if we are successful in
forming the New County on the
14th, our cup of happiness will be
full to the brim and running over,

Cottonto.
— 0 —
PROSPEROUS DORCHESTER.

Dorchester county was formed
out of a portion of Colleton, abont
five years ago. The Dorchester
people cut loose from Colleton be-
cause Colleton was too large and
it was impossible for the supervis-
or to work the roads thoroughly,
and to keep the bridges in repair.
I'hen again, the taxes were so high
in Colleton that capitalists would
not invest their money i the upper
end of Colleton (Dorchester's ter-
ritory, and that section was not
developing as rapidly as it should.
The Colleton people used the “high-
er tax’” argument against the for-
mation of Dorchester, but refer-
ence to the table published else-
where in this issue, will show that
Dorchester's levy is much lower
thap Colleton’s, although Dorches-
ter spent $50,000 in erecting a
court house and jail, something
the tax payers of our proposed new
county will not be called upon to
do. The following from the col-
umms of the Dorchester Eagle show
how well the people are pleased
with the change:

LEE COUNTY.

“The people of the territory com-
prosing the new county to be known
as Lee County are to be cngratulat-
ed on their hard fight and final sue-
cess. The people of Dorchester
know just what it means, and will
welcome the latest arrival into the
sisterhood of counties, Dorchester
was formed in the face of violent
opposition on the part of ths An
structive eleme:
ing individuals,
dence in Sumn
cerfully effectiv
er taxation wa
was worth,
known to the
was brought in
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